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Common Types of Bibliographies 
By Walter S. Zapotoczny 
 
In Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age, Diana Hacker defines bibliography as, 
“a list of sources, usually appearing at the end of a research paper, an article, a book or a 
chapter in a book that documents evidence used in the work and points out sources that 
might be useful for further research.” Ensure that each entry gives enough information 
about the sources so that a reader can find it easily. While there are various editorial styles 
based on academic discipline for writing a bibliography, there are some common types. 
 
Modern Language Association (MLA) Works Cited 
If you are composing a research paper in English or other humanities, you will most likely be 
required to follow the conventions established in the style manual of the Modern Language 
Association. The bibliography is a list of “works cited” beginning on a separate page and 
includes the title, header and page number. Sources are listed in alphabetical order by 
author (or by title if no author is given). Items are double-spaced throughout. Second and 
subsequent lines are indented. Periods separate most items and Internet addresses are 
indicated between angle brackets.  
 
Single author book example: Hacker, Diana. Research and Documentation in the Electronic 
Age, 3rd Ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002. Print. 
 
American Psychological Association (APA) Reference List 
Those who write papers in the social sciences, including psychology, sociology, political 
science, education, journalism and public health, usually refer to the style guide found in the 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. The bibliography is a 
“reference” list similar to that of the Modern Language Association. An in-text citation 
names the author of the source and gives the publication date. There is a direct link to the 
alphabetized reference list. The date of publication appears immediately after the first 
element of the citation.  
 
Single author book example: Hacker, Diana. (2002). Research and Documentation in the 
Electronic Age, 3rd Ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 
 
Chicago Style Bibliography 
The Chicago Manual of Style is used if you are writing for history and some humanities 
courses. In this style, throughout the text, readers are referred to notes with corresponding 
numbers at the foot of the page either as footnotes or at the end of the paper as endnotes. 
A bibliography is often used in addition to the notes. It begins on a separate page and 
includes the title, header and page number.  
 
Single author book example: Hacker, Diana. Research and Documentation in the Electronic 
Age, 3rd Ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002. 
 
Council of Science Editors (CSE) Style Reference List 
The Council of Science Editors in Scientific Style and Format is used by most scientists. This 
style contains three methods of documentation. The “name-year” method is an alphabetical 
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listing of the author of the source and the date in parentheses. In the “citation-sequence” 
method, the sources cited in the text are given a number the first time it appears. The 
entries in the reference list are numbered in the order in which they appear in the text. In 
the “citation-name” method, the sources are listed in alphabetical order with the number of 
their appearance in the text.  
 
Single author book example: 1. Hacker, Diana. Research and Documentation in the 
Electronic Age, 3rd Ed. Boston (MA): Research; 2002. 
 
Working Bibliography 
A working bibliography lists sources that you have used or intend to use. It helps you track 
your research and develop you final bibliography. Use the citation style appropriate for your 
paper. Choose an orderly method such as paper note cards, paper notebook or a computer 
program. Give each source a code for easy reference. Include complete information for each 
source. Add locating information like call numbers, telephone numbers or Internet 
addresses. Add a note about the source’s content, focus, usefulness and reliability. 
 
Annotated Bibliography 
An annotated bibliography contains a summary of the source and is useful in evaluating 
your sources. First, cite your reference using the appropriate style for your writing. Then, 
write two to four sentences that provide a concise summary of the source. Include 
important ideas and facts that are relevant to your research topic.  
 
Single author book example: Anderson, Charles. Egypt-Libya: The U.S. Army Campaigns of 
World War II. Washington D.C.: United States Army Center of Military History, 1951. Print. 
Anderson’s writing is a detailed explanation of the Egypt-Libya campaign that took place 
from 11 June 1942 to 12 February 1943. It is a highly relevant document in understanding 
the Allied and Axis forces in North Africa at the time. 
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