


These words are printed on CW2 Fefolt’s award:

To all who shall see these presents, greeting: This is

to certify that the President of the Linited States of
America, authorized by act of Congress, July 2, 1926, has
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross to Chief Varrant
Officer Two John A. Fefolt, Linited States Army,

for hersism while participating in aerial flight. Y

FALLEN ANGEL

Chief Warrant Officer John A. Fefolt heroically distin-
guished himself by exceptional valorous conduct in the face of
the enemy as pilot of a Black Hawk helicopter.

On Jan. 20, 2007, CW2 Fefolt’s 1st battalion, 131st Aviation
Regiment aircraft was one of a flight of two Black Hawk
helicopters en route from Logistical Support Area Anaconda
to Liberty Helipad at Victory Base Complex in Baghdad,
Iraq. Shortly after departing Anaconda, they encountered
another flight of Black Hawk helicopters en route from Taji to
Liberty Helipad.

After establishing visual contact and radio communications,
the two flights maintained approximately a four-kilometer
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The crash scene of the Black Hawk helicopter as seen from CW2 Fefolt’s
companion flight. Photo: Courtesy of CW2 Fefolt

separation. At approximately 2:15 p.m., one of the aircraft in the
second flight was engaged by enemy surface-to-air fire. The pilot
in command of the engaged aircraft announced by radio that he
had been struck by enemy fire and was attempting to land.

At this time, the pilot of the other aircraft in Fefolt’s flight
noticed what appeared to be smoke on the horizon. They
determined that the smoke was coming from the helicopter in
front of them. That aircraft ultimately impacted on the ground.

As a “Fallen Angel” call was made on the radio, the two
aircraft in Fefolt’s formation continued toward the impact
area to provide assistance. In doing so, they went above and
beyond the call of duty by voluntarily exposing themselves to
enemy fire.

Upon arrival at the scene, they established visual contact
with enemy elements and, after confirming the disposition of a
single white truck and the occupants within it, as well as locating
a suspected anti-aircraft gun, they began a series of combat
maneuvers to neutralize the enemy. Over the course of the
engagement, Fefolt’s aircraft and the other one in his flight
completed several figure eight patterns over the engagement
area, demonstrating exceptional aviation prowess.

The door gunners of each aircraft actively engaged the
enemy. The cargo doors of Fefolt’s aircraft were opened for
Special Forces operators to engage the enemy with their
personal weapons.

During this engagement, the crew chiefs and gunners on
both aircraft successfully engaged and neutralized enemy
combatants who were using what was believed to be small arms,




rocket propelled grenades, man-portable air defense systems
and an anti-aircraft gun.

Once that threat was neutralized, the two Black Hawk
pilots widened their security circle and found another heavy
machine gun hidden in a clump of trees. The helicopters’
door gunners fired on that enemy position and put it out of
operation. Apache helicopter gunships arrived on the scene
and Fefolt landed his Black Hawk near the crash scene to
provide help on the ground, however, they were unable to
recover any personnel from the downed aircraft. When the
area was secure, a large cache of weapons was found. U.S.
forces speculate that the insurgents planned to not only
shoot down the first helicopter, but to bring down other
aircraft that arrived to help.

In his report, Fefolt wrote that by being in the vicinity
when the first helicopter was shot down, he and the other
pilot flying alongside him may have surprised the insurgents
and possibly stopped them from firing on the downed aircraft’s
sister ship or on U.S. troops who responded to help. %

Chief Fefolt is currently serving with Detachment 1, Company
C, 1-169th Aviation in Johnstown, Pa.
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IN PERSPECTIVE

Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines heroism as “heroic
conduct especially as exhibited in fulfilling a high purpose or
attaining a noble end.” Pennsylvania Guardsmen have been
doing just that since 1747. Some things are timeless and
herpism is one of those things.

A poignant reminder of this can be found in the poem
The Medal by L. C. “Buck Private” McCollum from his book
History and Rhymes of a Lost Battalion Doughboy, published
in 1919:

‘Tis not the bit of bronze and metal,
That tells the time-worn tale,
Of some act of heroism
Where bullets whine and wail.
Nor are the colored ribbons,
Pinned on some strutting chest,
Always truthful indicators,

Of the men who fought the best.
Nor do gold stripes upon the arm
Always tell the story,

Of men who have seen action
Or fought their way to glory.
These are outward indications
Made by the hand of man,

Way they’re sometimes passed abouit,
Is hard to understand.

They will tarnish with the weather,
In the plush or on the shelf,

For the real and lasting medal,

Is the soul within yourself.

Did you do your best when called on,
In the air or torn shell-hole,
You've got some real satisfaction,
Buried deep within your soul.

No bit of bronze or ribbon bright,
Or words of praise high spoken,
Can change the [thoughts] that lie within,
They are genuine tokens.

Telling the tale as long as you live,
And the truth of how you fought,
If you played the game with all you had,
You're the medal that can’t be bought.

Set. Maj. Walter S, Zapotoczny Jr. is the command. historian for
the 28th Infantry Division, Pennsylvania Army National Guard,

Harrisburg, Pa. %
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