
rocket propelled grenades, man-portable air defense systems 
and an anti-aircraft gun. 

Once that threat was neutralized, the two Black Hawk 
pilots widened their security circle and found another heavy 
machine gun hidden in a clump of trees. The helicopters' 
door gunners fired on that enemy position and put it out of 
operation. Apache helicopter gunships arrived on the scene 
and Fefolt landed his Black Hawk near the crash scene to 
provide help on the ground, however, they were unable to 
recover any personnel from the downed aircrafl. When the 
area was secure, a large cache of weapons was found. U.S. 
forces speculate that the insurgents planned to not only 
shoot down the first helicopter, but to bring down other 
aircraft that arrived to help. 

hi his report, Fefolt wrote that by being in the vicinity 
when the first helicopter was shot down, he and the other 
pilot flying alongside him may have surprised the insurgents 
and possibly stopped them from firing on the downed aircraft's 
sister ship Or on U.S. troops who responded to help. •:. 

Chief Fefolt is cun'ently serving with Detachment 1, Company 
C, 1-169thAviation in Johnstown, Pa. 


